











ORIGIN

Unnamed Vineyard

One of the rarest red wine grapes in America, there are only 75 acres of charbono in
California, with 48 of them being in Napa Valley. The vineyard where Inizi sources
their charbono is located just outside the town of Calistoga at the north end of
Napa Valley. Only an acre in size, it hides in plain sight on Highway 29 a stones
throw from the iconic “Welcome to Napa Valley” sign.

Planted in the 1970s, this unnamed vineyard is owned by relatives of the Heitz
Family, a classic Napa Valley winery.

Up through the 1990s, the fruit from this vineyard was used by Inglenook, another
famed winery in Napa Valley now owned by Francis Ford Coppola. After Inglenook
stopped producing charbono, the contract for this vineyard became available. A.J.
and John jumped at the opportunity to procure the fruit, which was the impetus for
Inizi’s foundation.

About Charbono

Charbono has had a presence here since the late 1800s, making it one of the original
grapevines of Napa Valley. The exact way it arrived isn’t clear, but like tocai friulano,
it likely came with Italian immigrants.

Charbono is native to the Savoie region of southeastern France, which up until the
1860s, was a part of Italy. In Europe, it’s known as Douce Noir, Bonarda, Corbeau,
and Charbonneau. Around the same time charbono arrived in California, it was
planted in Argentina. Today, the vine is the second most widely planted red grape
in Argentina.
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PAIRINGS
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Charbono’s rich fruit profile, high acid, and
moderate tannins make it a great accompaniment to
rich red meat dishes.

Substitute this wine anytime youd reach for a
cabernet saivignon or merlot, such as with steaks,
burgers, or BBQ.

With charbono being such a rarity, you'll honestly
have a challenging time finding other examples in
local wine shops. Robert Foley is a renowned Napa
Valley winemaker and proponent of charbono, which is
distributed in small quantities here in Florida.

Other Napa Valley charbono producers include
Summers, Shypoke, Calder, Tofanelli, and Turley.

If you don't find them locally, you can easily find each of
these for sale online.
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